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P Welcome Message

SIGIR-AP 2023 General Chairs’ Welcome

Welcome to the First International ACM SIGIR Conference on Research and De-
velopment in Information Retrieval in the Asia Pacific (SIGIR-AP), held in Beijing,
China in November 2023. As the first round of this annual ACM-sponsored inter-
national forum, SIGIR-AP aims to promote and disseminate information retrieval
research and development within the Asia-Pacific region - defined as all of Asia,
Australasia, and the islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans.

As is noted in our Charter and Bylaws, SIGIR-AP will support remote/online
attendance and remote presentation of papers in an ongoing manner. In addition, we
will strive for carbon neutrality, including o [erlng attendees the option of purchasing
carbon credits at registration time, and via careful selection of the various conference
services. We will also support satellite venues, and in 2023 are pioneering this idea
with a local hub in Melbourne Australia, so that regional attendees can attend
SIGIR-AP without incurring international travel costs and emission. Finally, we are
sharing a tutorial day with the Chinese Conference on Information Retrieval (CCIR
2023), which assists participants without paper acceptance to join the event.

SIGIR-AP would not have been possible without the substantial contributions of
numerous dedicated volunteers who generously devoted their time and e [ark. This

includes members of our program committee and organizing committee. Specifically,
we would like to extend our thanks to:

Local Organization Chairs: Yanyan Lan, Yixing Fan, and Hongning Wang
Workshop Chairs: Xiangnan He and Makoto Kato
Tutorial Chair: Jiaxin Mao

Best Paper Chairs: Noriko Kando and Gianluca Demartini



Proceedings Chairs: Joel Mackenzie and Johanne Trippas
Sponsorship Chairs: Qi Zhang and Zhifeng Bao
Registration Chairs: Keping Bi

Web Masters: Xiaohui Xie and Ruizhe Zhang

Publicity Chairs: Ting Bai and Damiano Spina

We would also like to thank our sponsors, including Xiaohongshu, Zhipu Al and
Kuaishou. As a young conference, having their support and engagement is really
important for us, and beneficial to the whole IR community.

Finally, we would like to thank all authors, reviewers, keynote speakers, volunteers
and attendants for their contributions to a successful SIGIR-AP. We hope you all
enjoy the conference and your stay either in Beijing or Melbourne.

Sincerely,

Qingyao Al, Yiqin Liu, and Alistair Mo [afl

General Co-Chairs, SIGIR-AP 2023



SIGIR-AP 2023 Program Chairs’ Welcome

We have had the privilege and challenge to be Program Chairs of a new conference
that has several new elements. However, being aligned with the premier conference
in information retrieval, SIGIR, meant that we could depend on receiving high-quality
papers and on the opportunity to work with a program committee that included
many world-leading researchers.

Our hopes for the program were justified by the outcomes. We received 88 papers,
a strong result for a new conference, of which we accepted 32, or 36% - noting that
these are papers that we believe would have been accepted at SIGIR. The accepted
papers were not just from the Asia-Pacific region. Authors were from the countries
and regions China, the United States, Australia, Japan, Singapore, Canada, India,
Austria, Italy, Hong Kong, Germany, and the Netherlands. Amongst these, 65
included an author from China, with 18, 16, and 12 from the US, Australia, and
Japan respectively.

One of the new elements was to use a single-track submission method rather than
have separate tracks and reviewing. We encouraged authors to submit papers where
length was appropriate to content, rather than have explicit short papers, and we
received several papers of around half the maximum length. We also encouraged
authors to submit Resource and Reproducibility papers as part of the main track.
Our view is that such work forms part of a continuum of valuable research and that
for a small conference it was appropriate to review them in the same pool.

Another new element, introduced in consultation with the SIGIR executive, was our
use of greatly strengthened Guidance for Authors, based on principles developed at
a Dagstuhl workshop (number 23031) held in January this year. We also introduced
updates to the topics of interest to clarify the range of work of interest to the
field.

Perhaps the most significant new element was the introduction of ‘revise and
resubmit’ papers, in which authors were encouraged to use reviews from SIGIR
2023 to update their work and address reviewer comments. We received 13 such
papers, of which 6 were accepted, thus strongly demonstrating the value of allowing
iterative submission in this way. This process involved the cooperation of the SIGIR
2023 program committee chairs and track chairs, who (with the permission of the
original reviewers) provided us with relevant reviews, which we in turn shared with



our program committee. We are deeply grateful for their support and look forward
to revise-and-resubmit becoming an ongoing feature of the suite of conferences
administered by SIGIR.

The reviewing process ran smoothly, thanks in large part to the professionalism
of our program committees. Each paper was considered by three reviewers and
one metareviewer, with consideration on the review system and some moderation
by ourselves. With conclusive discussions in most cases, we found that there was
no need to hold a program committee meeting, though the possibility of such a
meeting was kept open; the small number of borderline cases was managed by us
directly.

We thank all the reviewers for their enthusiastic and thorough contributions to the
paper selection process and for the detailed reviews they provided - hopefully some
of these will become revise-and-resubmit papers at the next SIGIR. We also thank
the CIKM 2023 chairs, with whom we collaborated to ensure that there were no
duplicate submissions.

The papers naturally formed clusters that we have arranged as oral presentation
sessions on the following topics: conversational search, domains and applications,
learning and ranking, legal/indexing, neural/fairness, and recommendation. These
sessions also include six TOIS papers, whose authors chose SIGIR-AP for an in-
person presentation, thus further strengthening the program.

As a final note, we particularly thank the general chairs for their close and careful
oversight of the conference and for guiding this new event into existence. Under
their stewardship, and that of their successors, we believe that it will grow into a
key component of our research community and of how we work together to advance
the field.
Sincerely,

Xuanjing Huang, Tetsuya Sakai, and Justin Zobel

Program Co-Chairs, SIGIR-AP 2023
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